
Collecting Lawfully Owed DNA to Assist 
with Sexual Assault Investigations

Amy Jeanguenat, Principle Consultant 

This project was supported by Grant No. 2015-AK-BX-K021 awarded by the Bureau of Justice Assistance. The Bureau of Justice Assistance is a component of the Department of Justice's Office of Justice Programs, which also includes the 
Bureau of Justice Statistics, the National Institute of Justice, the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention, the Office for Victims of Crime, and the SMART Office. Points of view or opinions in this document are those of the author 
and do not necessarily represent the official position or policies of the U.S. Department of Justice.



Agenda

CODIS Background
Lawfully Owed DNA
Reasons for Owed Samples
Possible Solutions to Collect Owed 
Samples
Preparing for Lawfully Owed Samples



NDIS Architecture



The Gates of CODIS



CODIS Basics







Investigations Aided



Investigations Aided



The solvability of CODIS increases the more the database is 
populated. Less likely to solve sexual assaults and other crimes if 
there is neglect over upload of legally obtained samples. 



Lawfully Owed DNA

A DNA sample from a qualifying offender 
who should have had their sample in 
CODIS but, from whom a sample has 
never been collected or submitted to a 
crime laboratory for testing
• Based on the type and time of the 

offense in relation to applicable state 
law
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